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Lucknow, a considerable proportion of the shoe-makers are
employed in factories and workshops where all sorts of leather
articles are manufactured. In such places the proportion of
Muchis working independently will be comparatively small.
The Muchis in towns, it may be mentioned; depend almost
exclusively on their craft. It is rarely that they work as unskilled
labourers.

Income

The shoe-maker is usually assisted by his wife or child and
is able to make more than one pair per day. Assuming that he
is able to prepare 40 pairs per month, the average daily income
of a family may be taken to be 5 as. per day. This would
be the upper limit for the majority of the incomes of^ Muchi
families excepting in the Punjab where the upper limit would
be in the neighbourhood of 8 as. per day. The average daily
income would, however, be seldom below 3 as. It should be
mentioned here that the output of the Punjab Muchi is greater
than that of the others.

In industrial centres like Cawnpore and other important
towns leather articles fetch better prices and incomes of Muchis
are higher. This is true especially of those of them who manu-
facture shoes in the English style, as well as other leather
articles like suit-cases. Though the margin of profit per pair is
greater in the case of such shoes, these take more time to make
and consequently a Muchi can hardly prepare more than 25
pairs per month. Profit per pair usually varies from 8 as. to
Re. 1. His average monthly income may, therefore, be estima-
ted at Rs, 19, assuming an 'average profit of 12 as. per pair.
The incomes of most of these people would be found to lie
between Rs. 15 and Rs. 25.

There are two solid reasons why most of the Muchis do not
start making shoes in the English style. First, the equipment
required for this work costs about Rs. 150 and only a few of
them can afford this. Second, it is only a few of them who
know the work and these too have learnt it either after several
years' work in leather factories or from their elders. A few
schools have been started by Government to impart instruc-
tion in the methods of manufacture of shoes and other leather